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§ 700.3 Administration. 
At the national level, the Secretary 

of Agriculture will administer the 
RCWP in consultation with the Admin-
istrator, EPA, including EPA’s concur-
rence in the selection of the BMPs, as 
provided in the 1980 Appropriations Act 
and subsequent appropriations. Au-
thority to approve projects is reserved 
to the Secretary. The Secretary of Ag-
riculture hereby delegates responsi-
bility for administration of the pro-
gram to the Administrator, Farm Serv-
ice Agency (FSA) and the coordination 
of technical assistance to the Chief, 
Soil Conservation Service (SCS). FSA 
will be assisted by other USDA agen-
cies in accordance with existing au-
thorities. 

(a) A National Rural Clean Water Co-
ordinating Committee (NCC), chaired 
by the Administrator, FSA, will assist 
in carrying out the RCWP. 

(b) A State Rural Clean Water Co-
ordinating Committee (SCC) will assist 
the State ASC Committee in admin-
istering the program. The State ASC 
Committee Chairperson will chair the 
SCC. Where two or more States are in-
volved in a project area the Deputy Ad-
ministrator, State and County Oper-
ations (DASCO), FSA, shall develop a 
coordinating process. 

(c) A Local Rural Clean Water Co-
ordinating Committee (LCC) will be es-
tablished to assure coordination at the 
project level. The LCC committee will 
be chaired by the County ASC Com-
mittee Chairperson and will assist the 
County ASC Committee as provided in 
these regulations and as otherwise de-
veloped by the SCC and the LCC. Where 
two or more counties are involved in a 
project area, the SCC shall develop a 
coordination process. 

[45 FR 14009, Mar. 4, 1980, as amended at 46 
FR 29454, June 2, 1981 59 FR 60299, Nov. 23, 
1994] 

§ 700.4 Definitions. 
(a) Adequate Level of Participation. An 

adequate level of participation is 
reached when participants having con-
trol of 75 percent (unless a different 
level is approved by the Administrator, 
FSA, with the concurrence of the NCC), 
of the identified critical area(s) or 
source(s) of the agricultural nonpoint 

source pollution problem in the project 
area, are under contract. 

(b) Administrative Services. The admin-
istration of the RCWP except for the 
technical phases as assigned in § 700.5 of 
these regulations. 

(c) Agricultural Land. That portion(s) 
of a farm or ranch used to produce: 
Grains, row crops, seed crops, vegeta-
bles, hay, pasture, orchards, vineyards, 
trees, field grown ornamentals, live-
stock or other agricultural commod-
ities. 

(d) Agricultural Nonpoint Source Pollu-
tion. Pollution originating from diffuse 
sources, including, but not limited to, 
land areas and return flows from agri-
cultural lands such as: 

(1) Animal waste areas and land used 
for livestock and/or crop production, or 

(2) Lands with silviculturally related 
pollution. 

(3) Concentrated animal feeding oper-
ations defined as point sources in 40 
CFR 125.1 and 125.51, are not eligible for 
assistance under RCWP. 

(e) Applicant. A person in an approved 
project area who applies for RCWP as-
sistance. 

(f) Average Cost. The calculated cost, 
determined by recent actual local costs 
and current cost estimates, considered 
necessary for carrying out BMPs or an 
identifiable unit thereof. 

(g) Best Management Practice (BMP). 
A single practice or a system of prac-
tices to improve water quality included 
in the approved RCWP application that 
reduces or prevents agricultural 
nonpoint source pollution. 

(h) BMP Costs. The amount of money 
actually paid or obligated to be paid by 
the participant for equipment use, ma-
terials and services for carrying out 
BMPs or an identifiable unit of a BMP. 
Loss of income from crops during the 
first twelve months following the con-
version of productive cropland to per-
manent vegetative cover or trees may 
be considered a part of the BMP cost 
for a project where it is determined 
that harvesting or grazing restrictions 
are necessary in order to establish 
properly the practice and the reim-
bursement for loss of income is nec-
essary to provide incentives to achieve 
an adequate level of participation as 
defined in 7 CFR 700.4(a). If the partici-
pant uses personal resources, the cost 
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